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William answered this cipher telegram en clair: both
that and the contents of his reply the Queen considered
rude. He must have exulted that at last his grandmother
was appealing to him for his help, and she might have
it on conditions. He told her that the Powers (i.e.
Germany, Austria and Russia, now all controlled by him)
' have arranged that the proposal of an armistice must be
begged for by Greece, with the promise that she will
unconditionally submit to the verdict of the Powers
before they intervene; a conditio sine qua non is that Greece
immediately recalls her troops from Crete, and accepts
the fact of the autonomy of the island. Until Greece
has expressed her will to fulfil the above-named condition
intervention is out of the question/ 1

This was really perfectly reasonable: England in a
similar case would have done just the same, but the
Queen found it ' most irritating ' to have the situation
controlled by her grandson. But there was nothing for
it but acceptance, and she telegraphed to the King of
Greece that he must give up all notion of annexing Crete,
and withdraw his troops at once. That settled it; Greece
submitted, and a few days later William had the great
pleasure of telegraphing to his grandmother that Ke had
granted the favour she asked of him. He concluded:
' I have ordered Baron v. Plessen [German Minister in
Athens] to take the necessary steps to restore peace in con-
junction with the representatives of the other Powers.'2

Though the Queen found this telegram * very grandilo-
quent,' and attributed the armistice that followed to the
intervention of the Tsar, it was primarily due to the
Emperor, and it must be acknowledged that he deserved
the congratulations of Europe on this achievement. All

1 Letters Wt iii. pp. 159, 160.                                    2 Ibidm p. l63.